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Monday - Thursday ~ 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

STAFF

Pastor Carolyn is in the office at Pilgrim on Monday and Thursday mornings, or other times by
appointment. Feel free to come and visit! My
email address is pastorplc821@gmail.com.

Acting Pastor . . . . . Rev. Carolyn Mowchan
Office Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . Curt Hanson
Custodian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark Pero
Organist/Pianist . . . . . . Lorelei Zimmerman
Choir Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . Curt Hanson
Education Coordinator . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBD

Pastor’s Thoughts...
One of my favorite passages in scripture is Romans 12:12. “Rejoice in
hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of
the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.” It strikes me that Pilgrim’s activities right now are described in this passage.
HOPE: We may not exactly be rejoicing but we are certainly looking forward to the future
and a new time at Pilgrim! As we move into an agreement with Bethel we are hopeful about
meeting new people, sharing ministry with them, and combining our resources for the glory of
God.
PATIENCE IN SUFFERING: Wearing masks, changing the format of our worship service
to be safer, and continuing to be very careful with Covid restrictions isn’t exactly suffering.
Let’s be honest. But certainly, there is still a lot of suffering with Covid, and death. We are
trying to be patient! Every decision we make about congregational activity sooner or later is
impacted by what we know about Covid. Too many vaccinated people have gotten a breakthrough virus. Too many young people and children aren’t vaccinated at all yet. Too many
have died.
PRAYER: When we just run out of patience and/or run out of hope it forces us to ask God to
renew our strength. Whether it’s the fear of death, the discomfort of too much isolation, or impatience with precautions, when the well runs dry it forces us to run to God. Pilgrim has just
organized a prayer chain of people who are willing to pray for you or your loved ones. We are
now standing by to hear from any of you who have prayer requests. Just call the office or
email either Curt or me. We will take it from there.
CONTRIBUTE TO THE NEEDS OF THE SAINTS: Ok, the Afghan refugees probably
aren’t who Paul was referring to in this passage but they certainly are homeless and poor. We
will continue to collect items in the narthex until just before Thanksgiving. Thank you so
much for your donations!
EXTEND HOSPITALITY TO STRANGERS: Our first opportunity to welcome Bethel as
‘strangers’ will be Nov. 7th at our Celtic prayer service. I hope that you will warmly welcome
them! I wanted to have treats and conversation but once again Covid gets in the way. Please
introduce yourselves and perhaps offer to give tours of the building. Many will not have seen
it yet. The process with Bethel meanders on but we are making progress! Please see the update from the Dream team in this letter.
God is blessing us with the ability to bless others. Please give thanks and stay safe!
In His Service,

SYNODICALLY
AUTHORIZED MINISTERS
Matt Dietsche
Jenny Dudderar
Andrea Rubesch

Weekly Church Bulletin
Please remember that all information
for the Sunday bulletins
should be in the church office by
12:00 pm each Wednesday.
(during COVID, no printed bulletins)

OFFICERS

Monthly Pilgrim Progress
Submissions for the December issue of the
Progress should be in the church office by
Monday, November 22.

Church Office Hours

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS

Monday—Thursday: 9:00 am—1:00 pm
Phone: 715-392-4731

Lucy Johnson
Scott Swanson
Colleen Goesling

PLC E-mail Addresses

Dale Johnson
Bob Patterson

officemgr@plcsuperior.org (Curt)
pastorplc821@gmail.com (Pr. Carolyn)
Website: www.plcsuperior.org
Facebook: PilgrimSuperior

MISSIONARIES TO TANZANIA

PLC ONLINE ~ Check out Pilgrim’s website at
www.plcsuperior.org for weekly bulletins, the
monthly calendar and newsletter, pictures, and
much, much more.

PLC ON FB: Go to your FACEBOOK page. Enter
‘PilgrimSuperior’ in the search box. When Pilgrim’s FB
comes up, ‘LIKE’ it. You can then see regular PLC
news, updates and photos.

Dr. Steven & Bethany Friberg

Pastor Carolyn
1

Council President . . . . . . . . Colleen Elonen
Council Vice-President . . . . Paul Goesling
Council Secretary . . . Mary Johnson-Garay
Congregation Treasurer . . . . . . Don Miller
Financial Secretary . . . . . . . . Anna Hansen
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away. 4) Stained glass window will take 6-9 months to be made and installed. 5) Proposing a
workday for October for yard work including watering and removing weeds from the gardens,
and patching, dusting, and cleaning sanctuary inside if conditions are favorable. 6) AC in Pastor
office is not working well. Dale will see if he can figure out problem.
B. Worship and Music: 1) Cameras are installed for the live streaming to begin in September.
Don Miller will send information to website contact and FB live; he will check to see if notes can
be scrolling across live stream feed, and how to determine how many folks tune in each week. 2)
Don will reach out to the usher teams to see if they will be willing to assign one person to sit in
balcony to monitor the live stream cameras in case something goes wrong.
C. Stewardship: 1) Discussed options to have or incorporate small groups for learning about
what is means to be a Lutheran, and a member of Pilgrim. Many folks do not know all the ways
to be involved or whom to contact for more information. We will revisit these ideas next month.

DID YOU KNOW:


THAT OUR NEW PIANIST/ORGANIST IS GETTING MARRIED THIS MONTH?
Congratulations Lorelei!



That Matt Dietsche and Andrea Rubesch have begun classwork at Luther Seminary this
fall? Pastor Carolyn has signed on as their mentor this semester.



That Advent starts November 28th? If you are interested in an online/zoom Bible Study
for the 4 weeks of Advent with Pastor Carolyn, please call her at 715-296-3937 or call
the church office. Zoom is easy to use. We will send you a link and you can just click
the link. Time and day to be determined by those who are interested. We need at least
six interested people to offer this group.

D. Youth News: 1) Zion, Bethel and PLC to hold joint Sunday school; perhaps monthly for a
longer period of time, or biweekly during confirmation classes. Tentatively planned October start.
E. Dream Team update: Paul, Tyler and Dale gave updates on how the process was going and
what kinds of things were being discussed. They suggest a special Council meeting to be held to
finalize presentation that will be given to congregation on September 26. There was a lot of discussion on how to envision our future and what kind of presence we would like to have in the
community. Many of these types of questions will be asked of the congregation to get their input.
F. Other business: 1) Updates to the website: Welcome to Pastor Carolyn, Committee conversations, coffee hour questions and answers are all new things that can be added to Pilgrim’s website
(www.plcsuperior.org)
Meeting adjourned at 8:15.
Respectively submitted,
Colleen Elonen, president

Cඁඎඋർඁ Rൾർඈඋൽඌ
Sൾඉඍൾආൻൾඋ 2021
Baptisms: None
Marriages: None
Funerals: None

P L
President: Colleen Elonen
Treasurer: Don Miller
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Vice-President: Paul Goesling
Secretary: Mary Johnson-Garay

Tyler Austreng, Kristin Cochran, Andrea Rubesch, Dale Johnson, and Jamie Peterson
These people have been elected by you to be spiritual leaders and to oversee the operation of the
congregation. Please feel free to contact them with your concerns and comments.
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* * * * *
Volunteers Needed: Company is Coming!!
Our carpets are being cleaned the last week of October. We need a few people to help
move furniture after the service on October 24th. We also need people available during the
week to move it back as different areas are completed.

* * * * *

Like to paint? We’re going to give the fireside room a facelift.
If you can help talk to Dale Johnson.
* * * * *
Covid Updates: Here’s a handy reference guide sent out by the Wisconsin Council of
Churches. I listed their numbers next to our most recent numbers. We are one of the nation’s
hot spots right now!
Our Numbers in Duluth Area:

Safe to Gather Numbers:

Full ICU beds: 96%

70% or less

New cases per 100,000: 52.4

10

Positivity rate in testing: 8.4%

5% or less

These numbers change almost daily so please stay informed, stay safe.
Know someone in need of prayer? Call the church office.
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Pilgrim Lutheran Church Council Minutes
August 17, 2021

NOTE: Complete server schedules have been prepared, but for now, the only servers needed for Sunday worship are the ushers, worship assistants (readers), and sound operators.
Altar guild is also included below although they will not need to set up communion but may
need to change paraments. As we become more and more open, we will gradually add back
the drivers (if needed) and hospitality servers as we are accustomed.

I. Call to order and opening prayer: Meeting called to order at 6:35 by
Pres. Elonen. Devotion will be led by Carolyn Mowchan during Pastoral report.

November 21 ~ Christ the King Sunday

November 7 ~ All Saints Sunday (Celtic Service)
Ushers:
Worship Asst:
Sound System:
Altar Guild:

Ushers:
Worship Asst:
Sound System:
Altar Guild:

Team 3: Tanya Pero, Capt.
None - Celtic Service
Fred
Julia & Robin (white paraments)

November 14 ~ 25th Sunday after Pentecost
Ushers:
Worship Asst:
Sound System:
Altar Guild:

Team 1: Ted Nelson, Capt.
Evie Warring
Jamie
Rachel & Sally (white paraments)

November 28 ~ 1st Sunday in Advent

Team 4: Tyler Austreng, Capt.
Jan Cummings
Don
Brenda & Tanya (green paraments)

Ushers:
Worship Asst:
Sound System:
Altar Guild:

Team 2: Tad Matheson, Capt.
Anna Hansen
Tyler
Laura (blue paraments)

Assistance for Afghan Refugees
Donate to our Emergency Housing Fund – this is the most emergent need we currently have.
Please support a refugee family including Afghan families by easing their transition to MN. You
can donate at donate.lssmn.org/resettlement. Any amount makes a difference! Please note – we are
not currently able to place families directly into homes with community members. If you have a
rental unit in the Twin Cities or St. Cloud areas that might be an option for a family, please let us
know!
Send physical Target or Walmart gift cards – We can then give these to families upon arrival.
If you take this option, please also provide us with your name, physical address, phone number, and
the gift card’s value (either through mail or email). This helps us a great deal. You can either buy a
gift card and send it through the mail OR buy a physical gift card online and have it shipped to our
address. Gift cards can be sent to:
LSS Refugee Services
C/O Cate Duin
2400 Park Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55413
Help us restock our supply room – We are running short on key items! You can shop our
online Target Registry and the items will ship straight to us! These items make a difference for refugee families including Afghan families as they start their next chapter here in MN. Or, you can
also buy items from our Amazon list. If you take this option, please also email us at refugee.services@lssmn.org with your name, physical address, phone number, and the value of the gifts
you donated so we can issue you a receipt (which helps us too with tracking).
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Council did not meet
in September.

II. Roll Call: Present: Carolyn Mowchan, Don Miller, Colleen Elonen, Tyler Austreng, Paul
Goesling, Dale Johnson, Jamie Peterson. Excused: Mary Johnson-Garay , Andrea Rubesch, Kristin
Cochran (on phone)
III. Approval of July 2021 minutes: Motion to accept the minutes by Paul Goesling, seconded by
Don Miller. All in favor.
IV. Treasurer’s Report Expenses: 1) Total income 11,838; expenses were more this month with the
new computer for Pastor, $670 in utilities and stormwater bill, but still did not need to transfer from
Berglund. 2) Thrivent funds increased by more than $3,000. 3) Bank balances are down but $5000
also transferred to Johnson fund for roof repairs. Motion to accept by Dale Johnson, Paul Goesling
seconded. All in favor. Don Miller will add additional columns of information with examples on
what is covered under each line item.
V. Pastoral Report: Devotion by Pastor Carolyn on “Undeserved Forgiveness” and her report focused on how we as a Council encourage each other in faith if we are not worshipping and coming
together. We need to maintain and sustain people and their faith practices at home if they are unsure
or unwilling to come to worship in person. Council spent a few minutes brainstorming ideas. 1) Pastor’s computer needed to be replaced and used computer was purchased. 2) Donations to Int’l students
given last year were used for additional food gift cards. 3) Carolyn will continue to reach out to shutins and vulnerable members who may not be able to attend worship services.
VI. Old Business:
A. Purchasing of additional sensors – it was decided that sensors work well to cover all areas of
the church. The alarm was probably not set the night of the recent break-in; police would not be
notified if alarm was activated. We still need to update the after-hours contact list for the police
department, now that Will has retired.
B. Colleen will reach out to Fred Dudderar for invoice for previous videotaping/uploading of
online services.
C. After concerns stated at July Council meeting, then Monthly or Occasional building use form
will be updated to reflect current Covid recommendations. Colleen and Pastor will meet with
Tanya Pero, event coordinator, to prepare for requests from outside entities. Pastor will contact
Intl Student office at UWS to discuss what their group event policies are for gatherings.
D. Installed the video streaming equipment and should be ready to live stream starting Sept 5th.
Curt Hanson and Don Miller are reaching out to others to schedule “monitors’ for equipment during services.
VII. New Business
A. Property: 1) Roof tile missing/cracked was replaced by Bill Maki. 2) Crack in the furnace
room concrete fixed. 3) FH ceiling lights have all been replaced; 70 lights left over were given
8

Please note that our Livestream efforts are experiencing some growing pains
which we hope to remedy soon. We will keep you informed as we try to resolve
the problems. Thank you for your patience.

Pilgrim is now resuming our Prayer Shawl Ministry. This
ministry combines love of needlework and love to reach
out to those in need of comfort and solace.
The shawls are knit or crocheted, blessed and given to
those going through a difficult time. As each shawl is
made, we ask God to bless the one who will receive it.
There are instruction booklets in the closet off the chapel. If you have questions or suggestions, please call Sally Miller at 715-817-1107 or email rmiller5091@charter.net.

Service of
Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 19 ~ 9:30 a.m.
Given the current conditions with the coronavirus pandemic, just as last year, the
Santa Lucia Vesper Tea must be cancelled again this year. This marks only the second time since its inception in 1937 that the Tea has not taken place. However, Pilgrim will still celebrate the traditional, though modified, Service of Lessons and
Carols continuing the tradition begun nearly 40 years ago. This year it will be held
on Sunday morning, December 19 at 9:30 in place of the regular Sunday morning
worship service observing COVID protocols. The Service of Lessons and Carols
dates back to England over 100 years ago. Pilgrim’s version is adapted from the traditional English version. When started in the early 1980s, Pilgrim’s service was
originally a Sunday morning worship event only later combined with the Santa Lucia Vesper Tea.
7
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We have some progress to report. At our last meeting with Zion and Bethel we all met
face to face, outside, next to Bethel’s church. This was a very frank, open conversation
with each congregation’s thoughts about going forward. It was great to finally meet the
folks after only seeing them on the Zoom screen. All three churches expressed the desire
to continue to explore ways to come together.
Zion indicated they are not interested in consolidation. They may have an interest in
something like a two campus ministry perhaps with a shared Pastor. Keeping their building
is a must at this point.
Bethel indicated they are interested in a consolidation with Pilgrim. They are willing to
sell their parsonage and explore options for their church building. Together we would use
Pilgrim’s building. Pilgrim welcomes this interest. We indicated as a dream team we are
ready to explore this opportunity and arrive at a solid proposal after talking with the rest of
the Pilgrim members. We will keep you well informed, and when it makes sense there will
be a congregational meeting.
In general terms, consolidation means the formation of a new congregation made up of
members from both churches. There are many details to consider. For example, the new
congregation would adopt a new constitution. It would form a new council. Once established it would go through a formal call process. It may choose to use a new name. The
current assets of both congregations would be combined. Neither church has any major liabilities. There will be necessary compromises along the way
Synod staff is experienced at consolidation and will provide support as needed and requested. We hope to have the process in focus by the start of the new year. If the consolidation goes forward, the legal process takes about six months.
We have invited the folks at Bethel to our next Celtic service on the first Sunday of November – the 7th. This will be a great opportunity to start to meet and get to know each other. We have had many visitors to our services these past few months, so please try to attend
and introduce yourself.
There is another dream team meeting scheduled for October 26th. All three churches
have been diligent and faithful participants in the process. We have clearer direction and
will continue to explore. Your support and patience are much appreciated.
Thank you,
Dream Team
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Pilgrim Lutheran Church
2021

November
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

2

3:00 Wilson tchg

6:00 Nar Anon
6:00 Wilson tchg

7 All Saints Day 8

9

9:30 Celtic Service 3:00 Wilson tchg
Usher 3
1:30 Barnett tchg
4:00 NA

6:00 Nar Anon
6:00 Wilson tchg

14

16

15

9:30 Worship
3:00 Wilson tchg
Usher 4
1:30 Barnett tchg
4:00 NA

6:00 Nar Anon
6:00 Wilson tchg
6:30 Council

21

23

22 Progress
Articles Due

Wednesday

3

Thursday

4

Friday

5

2:45 Wilson tchg
6:15 Wilson tchg

10

11

18

12

19

2:45 Wilson tchg
6:15 Wilson tchg

24

25

Tuesday

Wednesday

Dec 1

6

26

Thursday

2

Friday

3

2:45 Wilson tchg
6:15 Wilson tchg

13

5

12:15 Barnett tchg

9:30 Celtic Service 3:00 Wilson tchg
Usher 3
1:30 Barnett tchg
4:00 NA

6:00 Nar Anon
6:00 Wilson tchg

20

12

14

12:15 Barnett tchg

9:30 Worship
3:00 Wilson tchg
Usher 4
1:30 Barnett tchg
4:00 NA

6:00 Nar Anon
6:00 Wilson tchg
6:30 Council

27

19

21

9:30 Worship
Usher 1
3:00 Wilson tchg
1:30 Barnett tchg
4:00 NA

6:00 Nar Anon
6:00 Wilson tchg

9:30 Lessons &
Carols
Usher 2
1:30 Barnett tchg
4:00 NA

28 Advent Begins 29

30

26

9:30 Worship
3:00 Wilson tchg
Usher 2
1:30 Barnett tchg
4:00 NA

6:00 Nar Anon
6:00 Wilson tchg

9:30 Worship
Usher 1
1:30 Barnett tchg
4:00 NA

5

Monday

12:15 Barnett tchg

2:45 Wilson tchg
6:15 Wilson tchg

17

Sunday

Saturday

December

6

7

13

20 Progress
Articles Due

27

8

9

16

23

6:00 Nar Anon
6:00 Wilson tchg
6:30 Council

28

10

11
12:15 Barnett tchg

17

2:45 Wilson tchg
6:15 Wilson tchg

22

4
12:15 Barnett tchg

2:45 Wilson tchg
6:15 Wilson tchg

15

Saturday

18
12:15 Barnett tchg
1:00 Porter Party

24

25

4:00 Worship
Usher 3 & 4

29

30

6:00 Nar Anon

6

31

Jan 1

