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Church Office Hours
Monday - Thursday ~ 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
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STAFF
Pastor . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Will Mowchan
Office Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . Curt Hanson
Custodian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark Pero
Organist/Pianist . . . . . . . . . . . Samuel Gray
Choir Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . Curt Hanson
Education Coordinator . . . . . . . .

NOTE: A complete server schedule was prepared last summer in the anticipation
of in-house worship resuming sometime this year. For now, the only servers
needed for Sunday worship are the ushers. As we become more and more open,
we will gradually add back the assisting ministers, lectors, sound operators, altar
guild, drivers, and hospitality servers as we are accustomed.
May 9 ~ 6th Sunday of Easter

June 6 ~ 2nd Sunday after Pentecost

Team 1: Ted Nelson, Capt.

Ushers:

Ushers:

June 13 ~ 3rd Sunday after Pentecost

May 16 ~ 7th Sunday of Easter
Team 2: Tad Matheson, Capt.

Ushers:

Ushers:

May 23 ~ Pentecost Sunday
Ushers:

Team 2: Tad Matheson, Capt.
June 20 ~ 4th Sunday after Pentecost

Team 3: Tanya Pero, Capt.

Ushers:

Team 4: Tyler Austreng, Capt.

Team 3: Tanya Pero, Capt.
June 27 ~ 5th Sunday after Pentecost

May 30 ~ 1st Sunday after Pentecost (Holy Trinity)
Ushers:

SYNODICALLY
AUTHORIZED MINISTERS

Team 1: Ted Nelson, Capt.

Ushers:

Team 4: Tyler Austreng, Capt.
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Matt Dietsche
Jenny Dudderar
Andrea Rubesch

Weekly Church Bulletin
Please remember that all information
for the Sunday bulletins
should be in the church office by
12:00 pm each Wednesday.

OFFICERS

Monthly Pilgrim Progress
Submissions for the July-August issue of the
Progress should be in the church office by
Monday, June 21

Council President . . . . . . . . Colleen Elonen
Council Vice-President . . . . Paul Goesling
Council Secretary . . . Mary Johnson-Garay
Congregation Treasurer . . . . . . Don Miller
Financial Secretary . . . . . . . . Anna Hansen

Regular Church Office Hours

Dear Pilgrims,
It has been a delight to serve as your Organist for the past 3 years. As you may have read from
Collen's President's message, my last Sunday at Pilgrim will be Sunday, June 27th.
I have accepted a Graduate Teaching Assistant position at a State University in another state and
will be moving there come July. Libby and I are somber about leaving our spiritual and musical
home at Pilgrim, but recognize the wonderful opportunities that await us in our future. It has been a
dream of mine since being a young child to be an Organist and the experiences I have had at Pilgrim have met that dream and exceeded it. No
doubt, with your help, support and aid.
If you would like to get in contact with me about
more details, I encourage you to email me
at yargmas@gmail.com
Much gratitude and peace! Stay safe and get
vaccinated!
Sam & Libby Gray
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S @ 9:30 ..
Church Office Hours
Monday - Thursday ~ 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Monday—Thursday: 9:00 am—3:00 pm
Friday: 9:00 am—12:00 noon
Phone: 715-392-4731

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS
Lucy Johnson
Scott Swanson
Colleen Goesling

PLC E-mail Addresses
officemgr@plcsuperior.org (Curt)
wmowchan@gmail.com (Pr. Will)
website: www.plcsuperior.org
Facebook: PilgrimSuperior

Dale Johnson
Bob Patterson

MISSIONARIES TO TANZANIA
Dr. Steven & Bethany Friberg

PLC ONLINE ~ Check out Pilgrim’s website at
www.plcsuperior.org for weekly bulletins, the
monthly calendar and newsletter, pictures, and
much, much more.

PLC ON FB: Go to your FACEBOOK page. Enter
‘Pilgrim Lutheran Church Superior’ in the search box.
When Pilgrim’s FB comes up, ‘LIKE’ it. You can then
see regular PLC news, updates and photos.
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Closing prayer: The Lord’s Prayer.
Meeting adjourned at 7:40.
Next meeting: May 18 , 2021

+ + +
Hi everyone,
It is with renewed joy that I am sharing updates from recent Council meetings regarding our reopening and many of the changes that we are preparing for in our congregation with the upcoming departure
of Sam Gray and the retirement of Pastor Will.
We have met a few times with Synod Pastor Erin Nelson who is leading our discussions with Zion
and Bethel Lutheran churches regarding the sharing of services, events and programs as we continue
discussions on becoming multipoint congregations, or what they would look like for us and for the other
churches. While we have made no formal decisions regarding consolidation, merger or multipoint parish, we do know we would like to continue this discussion. Pastor Erin likens this to dating. We (the
Councils) went on a group date a few weeks ago with the other churches and now, we decided to try a
second date with a smaller group to foster more focused discussions. We have identified a subgroup to
continue to meet with the other councils and identify what this would mean and if we could find common ground for moving forward. Paul Goesling, Tyler Austreng, Jenny Dudderar and Dale Johnson
will continue to represent Pilgrim at these meetings and report back to Council as a whole. The Council
met this past Tuesday to identify what we felt our strengths and challenges may be and going forward.
These ideas will be used by the sub-group to help guide their discussions with the other churches.
While we don’t know what or where the discussions will lead to yet, we do know we are excited to
address the options we each can bring to the table. Stay tuned for more information in the next few
months, and when the time is right, we will ask the members to come speak to the whole congregation.
We are also excited to support Andrea Rubesch in her quest to attend Seminary this fall. Andrea has
been a Synodically Authorized Minister (along with Jenny and Matt Dietsche) and all have been regular leaders at Sunday morning online services. Look for more engagement with them as we start to
expand our worship offerings and church events.
I was very happy to see everyone at Pilgrim’s soft opening this past Sunday. The pew markers
brought a smile to everyone’s face, while reminding us to remain socially distanced! I am looking forward to more services and more interactions with you all as we slowly re-open and come together.
Colleen Elonen, council president
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President: Colleen Elonen
Treasurer: Don Miller

Vice-President: Paul Goesling
Secretary: Mary Johnson-Garay

Tyler Austreng, Kristin Cochran, Andrea Rubesch, Dale Johnson, and Jamie Peterson
These people have been elected by you to be spiritual leaders and to oversee the operation of the
congregation. Please feel free to contact them with your concerns and comments.
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In-Person Worship at Pilgrim
Sunday services at Pilgrim will start again on Sunday, May, 9 at 9:30 am in the
sanctuary. With Scripture’s command in mind to love and protect our neighbors
and ourselves, and using the best available medical knowledge about Covid-19, the
CDC and denominations like the ELCA have worked together to develop a phased
re-opening guide.

Worship will be different from what it was before the pandemic.
Attendance at first will be limited to 40 worshippers and increase gradually as the
local vaccination rate increases and local number of new cases decreases. Please don’t
ask for exceptions. Granting them understandably irritates people who don’t get
them.
Masks covering your nose and mouth are required by everyone.
Worshippers will be directed by ushers to distanced seating.
The service will be ‘no-touch’. That is, no bulletins; no hand-shakes; no hymnals;
communion by pre-packaged, self-service individual kits you get when you arrive;
and no hospitality (coffee, goodies, etc.) before or after the service. Offerings can be
placed on a plate at the door when you leave.
2

Service music will be instrumental only. We will add touch and singing back in
gradually.
Expect changes along the way as vaccination rates increase and there’s a
decreasing number of new infections. Returning to the building will be a work in
progress.
In addition to in-person worship services, Pilgrim will continue offering a weekly,
online service at least through May.
To attend on Sundays, call Curt for a reservation, Monday through Thursday from
9 to 1 at 715-392-4731, or email him at officemgr@plcsuperior.org. We can only take
reservations one week at a time, by phone or email only.
Through May, there will be Wednesday drive-through communion at Pilgrim
from 5:30 to 6:30 pm. No reservations. Just show up.
Like so much else in the world during and after the pandemic, church will be
different from what we knew. Times of change are times of opportunity. Church
will be good in this time, thanks to imagination, planning, and work by Pilgrim’s
leaders and people.
Pilgrim people have been great in watching out for each other throughout the
pandemic. Thank you!
Your Pastor

Will Mowchan
Cඁඎඋർඁ Rൾർඈඋൽඌ
Mൺඋർඁ - Aඉඋංඅ 2021
Baptisms: Milani Jo Mogensen, March 14
Sawyer James Thompson, March 19
Marriages: None
Deaths: Sarah C. Haasis, private graveside service

3

Pilgrim Lutheran Church Council Minutes (via Zoom)
April 20, 2021
Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 6:42 PM by Colleen Elonen.
I. Roll Call: Will Mowchan, Don Miller, Paul Goesling, Colleen Elonen, Tyler Austreng, Jaime Peterson,Kristin
Cochrane, Andrea Rubesch. Excused Mary Garay.
II. Minutes: Motion to pass March minutes made by Don Miller, second by Pastor Will.
III. Treasurer’s Report (Don): March giving was up from February by almost 3K. We received $2500 in misc.
income to bring us to $724 in the black, without needing to use Berglund fund or the PPL loan money.
Thrivent accounts earn about 5K interest. Question as to why utilities are still so high, when building is not
open; Don will confirm the cost. Motion to accept the report from Dale; Kristin seconded it. Motion carried.
IV. Pastor’s report: 1) Outdoor confirmation in Billings Park in June. There are five confirmands who would
like to be confirmed together, and outdoor setting is preferred. 2) Funeral luncheon request from Pilgrim
member’s family asked for July 1. Everyone agreed it was do-able, so PW will put Tanya Pero (event coordinator) in contact with the family. 3) April 28 will be start of drive-through communion in Portico. 5:30-6:30
each Wednesday evening. Outside sign will advertise this starting in May. 4) There was a lot of discussion
around the timing of reopening. We will wait until Douglas and St. Louis counties vaccination rate is 50%. We
will do soft reopening, require folks to sign up to attend, have ushers to remind folks where to sit/not sit and
have masks ready for folks who forget. Pastor and Sam will continue to record online services, but any SAMs
interested in being recorded live can do so in May as well. No singing at services, however. 5) Perhaps moving forward, we can live stream the services. 6) Synod Assembly meeting was last weekend; well attended
with over 350 people calling in to the virtual meeting. Sam Grey was the musician. 7) PW met with both Pastor Victor and Pastor Brigette. Both were in favor of moving forward with Pilgrim, not sure what/how to do.
They will all reach out to synod and indicate our interest in working together. 8) Discussion on how PLC
should move forward; subgroup to meet with other churches? Should we meet in-house before the larger
group meeting? Everyone was hoping for more guidance from synod before we meet with the others, so we
agreed to have a special council meeting in 2 weeks to discuss our ideas of strengths/weaknesses of PLC
and what we could bring to a multipoint congregation, etc.
V. Old Business: None
VI. New Business:
Property: 1) Fellowship Hall and kitchen buffing/rewaxing to be done May 18/19. Dale will work with Shane/
SSB to confirm timeline. 2) Boiler is turned off for summer already. 3) There will be need for outdoor work in
June; volunteers to be asked. Lawn mower may need to be replaced, as it is very slow starter and cutter.
Worship and Music: 1) Met with Pat Barnette, organist replacement candidate. He had a wealth of experience in playing, directing choirs, handbells, and videotaping services. Pastor may reach out to him to see if he
would be willing to come up and meet Sam before he leaves, and perhaps, play at one of our summer services. Motion was made to have Colleen reach out to Pat to express our interest in meeting with the larger
group and discuss plans to move forward. Motion carried. 2) Curt and Sam are also reaching out to Duluth
Organist guild to see if anyone is available to fill in on a temporary basis. 3) Andrea Rubesch was accepted
into the seminary program and will attend nights and weekends for the next five years.
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Crosses We Don’t Choose1

AN EASTER MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP
Then Jesus told them, “… take up their cross and follow me.” Matthew 16:24b
Dear Members and Friends of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin,
My friend Julie’s mom had dementia. Julie picked up that cross and carried it as her beloved mother faded away. Paul was in second grade when he was diagnosed with diabetes. It was a cross he
would carry for the rest of his life. Erica’s drug addiction was a cross she and her family carried for
years until she found sobriety. They were all crosses they didn’t choose.
Jesus carried his cross on the road to his crucifixion. Along the way he falls, and a man named Simon of Cyrene2 is forced to pick up Jesus’ cross and carry it the rest of the way to Calvary. Simon
was most likely a reluctant cross bearer. Most of us are reluctant cross bearers. We don’t choose the
pain or suffering we’ve been dealt, and yet we carry the load. We don’t choose to carry another person’s cross when they are too weak to carry it themselves, but we are at times compelled by love to
do so.
This month (article written in March) marks the one year anniversary of the pandemic. It is a cross
that we’ve all carried to one degree or another. For some it has been an inconvenience and for others
a heavy burden of suffering and profound grief. Theologically there is no way to put a positive spin
on the coronavirus or 2020. It has been a cross we didn’t choose. The strain of carrying this cross is
evident in our country and congregations. We are all weary of it.
On Palm/Passion Sunday and Good Friday we are drawn into the story of Jesus’ arrest, trial, and
death. We walk alongside him in the crowd as he carries his cross, our cross, compelled by love. We
walk with a suffering Jesus straining under the weight of this cross, stumbling, falling, getting back
up and finally letting go, letting another carry it. Jesus knew pain in his human body, and so Jesus
knows our every weakness. Jesus himself was beaten, knew suffering and was unable to carry the
weight this cross. He falls to the ground under the weight of his love for us.
As a church we invite others to walk in the way of Jesus knowing that they are carrying crosses
they didn’t choose for themselves. We invite others to walk in the way of Jesus because as a community of faith we shoulder the burden and carry it all together. We help another carry their cross out of
love. We are Simon of Cyrene.
Maybe that is what this past year has taught us; that we need each other; we aren’t alone. We’ve
been isolated, quarantined, but not alone. We can’t take our congregations for granted. We need our
faith communities and the relationships with other believers because we can’t carry our own crosses.
We follow the way of Jesus together bearing our neighbor’s crosses out of love.
It is in the cross that Jesus carried and on which he was crucified that we can know the love of God
and salvation. This is Luther’s Theology of the Cross. It is in the crosses that we as a community of
faith carry together as we follow in the way of Jesus that we too see and know the love God.
Dear friends of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, I am grateful for you, that during the pandemic,
we were able to walk in the way of Jesus together. May you each know the joy of Easter! Christ is
Risen. He is risen indeed.
Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson
_______________________________
1

Inspired by an article titled Crosses we don’t choose in March 10, 2021 Christian Century by Debie Thomas
2
Simon of Cyrene Matthew 27:32
11

Online and In-Person Worship Service Information For You
Pilgrim worshipped online throughout the pandemic. Thanks to Fred Dudderar
for sharing his video and sound equipment, and even more, for sharing his
knowledge and for teaching us to produce good services. Thanks to Sam Gray who
filmed and edited many services. Thanks to Will Mowchan who filmed last
summer. Thanks to the Pilgrim Ministers Andrea Rubesch, Matt Dietsche and Jenny
Dudderar for their excellent sermons. Thanks to Westminster Presbyterian’s Pastor
Carolyn Mowchan for preaching and Milt Hill for singing. Thanks to Westminster
for loaning Pilgrim sound equipment. Thanks to Jennifer Campbell for singing.
Thanks to Mile and Denny for assisting in recording.
Because of returning to in-person services and upcoming staff changes at Pilgrim,
the last online service will be on Sunday, May 30.
Pilgrim’s 9:30 am Sunday service is back. It follows CDC guidelines. Basically, to
insure that service is reasonably safe, the things we do and don’t do in the service
are tied to local vaccination rates. As rates increase we can do more things that
involve closer contact, such as passing the peace. During May you need to call the
office in the week before the service and make a reservation to attend, 715-392-4731,
or email officemgr@plcsuperior.org. Wear a mask and sit in the marked seats when
you are there.
Drive-through communion is available at Pilgrim each Wednesday in May from
5:30 to 6:30 pm.

+ + +
Help for Needy Children
Our community has been blessed by the addition of a non-profit called The
Children's Dyslexia Center of Upper Wisconsin in Superior, which is located in
4

Billings Park. The Children's Dyslexia Center provides free specialized tutoring to
students who struggle with reading, and also offers free training to adults interested
in becoming certified dyslexia tutors. The Superior Dyslexia Center is currently in
need of recruiting new tutors, and is reaching out to local churches for help. Tutor
training applicants must hold a Bachelor's Degree or higher for admission to the
program, and are required to complete 100 hours of supervised practicum at the
center, in addition to other assignments and coursework. Tutors are eligible to earn
$30 per lesson after completing all initial course requirements. Parents, teachers,
nurses, social workers, retired professionals, and people from many different
academic backgrounds have successfully completed this training program, and
have gone on to make a profound difference in the lives of the students they serve.
If you are interested in learning more about tutor training with the Children's
Dyslexia Center of Upper Wisconsin, please see:
https://www.childrensdyslexiacenters.org/services/#trainingCourses

Conﬁrmation Sunday
June 6
12:00 p.m.
service to be held at
Billings Park
Congratulations to our
2021 Conﬁrmands:
Evan Blomfelt
Owen Blomfelt
Natalie Miller
Braden Rickman
Vincent Theisen

or call Melissa at 715-919-8386.

+ + +
Electronic Giving
Would you ﬁnd it helpful to have your oﬀerings debited
directly from your bank account as you probably do with some
of your other bills? Pilgrim oﬀers electronic giving for those who
wish to have their contribuons transferred automacally to the
church’s account. If you travel or go south for the winter, this is
parcularly helpful in keeping up with your intended oﬀerings.

S 

The Scholarship Committee is now accepting applications for the
Pilgrim Memorial Scholarship for high school seniors. Deadline for
submission is June 1st. Please contact the oﬃce at 715-392-4731 or
by email at oﬃcemgr@plcsuperior.org and an application form will
be emailed to you. Applicants should be prepared to write a paragraph on their activities at school and church and their plans for
the future.

Giving online is easy and allows you to make a one-me donaon or set up automac
recurring contribuons. You control your own giving frequency! And you can view your
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complete online giving history from anywhere you have access to the Internet.

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR MAY — JUNE

Contribuons can be set up to debit automacally from your checking or savings
account. Our electronic giving program oﬀers convenience for you and much-needed

Sun. May 2 — Fifth Sunday of Easter

donaon consistency for our congregaon. Simply follow these easy steps:

Readings: Acts 8:26-40 / Psalm 22:25-31 / 1 John 4:7-21 / John 15:1-8

1. Go to the PLC website at www.plcsuperior.org. Then...

Sun. May 9 — Sixth Sunday of Easter
2. ...click on “Donaons” in the menu bar. This connects you to our online giving
Readings: Acts 10:44-48 / Psalm 98 / 1 John 5:1-6 / John 15:9-17
Sun. May 16 — Seventh Sunday of Easter
Readings: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 / Psalm 1 / 1 John 5:9-13 / John 17:6-19
Sun. May 23 — Pentecost Sunday

page. Then...
3. ...just follow the onscreen instrucons to create your own personal online proﬁle
and to schedule your contribuons.
Our online giving opon is hosted by Vanco Services, LLC, and endorsed by Thrivent

Readings: Acts 2:1-21 / Psalm 1-4:24-34, 35b / Romans
8:22-27 / John 15:26—16:15

Financial Services and the ELCA. Data is encrypted and secure to the highest level
available.

Sun. May 30 — First Sunday after Pentecost (Holy Trinity)
Readings: Isaiah 6:1-8 / Psalm 29 / Romans 8:12-17 / John
3:1-17
Sun. June 6 — Second Sunday after Pentecost
Readings: Genesis 3:8-15 / Psalm 130 / 2 Corinthians
4:13—5:1 / Mark 3:20-35
Sun. June 13 — Third Sunday after Pentecost
Readings: Ezekiel 17:22-24 / Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 / 2 Corinthians 5:6-17 / Mark 4:26-34
Sun. June 20 — Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Readings: Job 38:1-11 / Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32 / 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 / Mark 4:35-41
Sun. June 27 — Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

+ + +
We Need A New Riding Lawn Mower
The Church Council is appealing for help replacing our very outdated, slow and
occasionally unreliable riding mower. It is time. We hope to find a riding mower that moves
faster than the grass grows. Perhaps one that even has a cup holder.
We are accepting donations to fund the purchase of a new or used one. Please direct your
donation to our Grass is Greener Mower Fund. We estimate the cost of a new one at $1500
to $2000. Depending upon our response, perhaps we can find a machine that might help with
light sidewalk snow removal. In any case rest assured your donations will be used wisely. If
you have questions please contact Paul Goesling at pgoesling@charter.net or 715-919-3473.
Cinch by the inch, hard by the yard. A little help will go a long way. Thank you.

Readings: Lamentations 3:22-33 / Psalm 30 / 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 / Mark 5:21-43
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Pilgrim Lutheran Church
2021

May
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Sunday

Saturday

Monday

3

4

5

6

7

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

7

8

9

10

11

12

14

15

16

17

18

19

1

2

June

8
6
9:30 Worship
Usher 1

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

9:30 Worship
Usher 1

13
9:30 Worship
Usher 2

16

17

9:30 Worship
Usher 2

18

19

20

21

6:30 Council

22

6:30 Council

20
23 Pentecost 24

25

26

27

28

29

21

22

23

24

25

26

28

29

30

July 1

2

3

9:30 Worship
Usher 3

9:30 Worship
Usher 3

27
30

31

9:30 Worship
Usher 4

9:30 Worship
Usher 4
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